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Heritage crime includes all of the
following:

o Advertising/fly posting

e Anti-social behaviour

» Architectural theft

e Arson

o Criminal damage/graffiti

o Metal theft

e Planning enforcement refusal
e Public urination (The Rows, Chester)
o Unauthorised development

e Unauthorised excavation

e Unauthorised fires

« Unauthorised metal detecting
e Vehicular damage

You will see from the list no single
agency can tackle all these issues along.
It requires a partnership response and
support by community groups — the
most important partner. The agencies will
not always be aware of these issues and
are reliant on local community groups to
provide them with the information.

The Cost

The cost to communities of heritage
crime is enormous, not just in monetary
value, but in social costs. Think about the
impact of the local church being
damaged: no Services, no Sunday School,
weddings and christenings cancelled.

eritage Watch

The financial costs are often considerable.
How do you source materials for a
building that is hundreds of years old?
You cannot just pop along to the local
hardware store.

History fascinates people. It brings in
tourists, which generates investment in
the local economy. These sites are often
crucial to many people’s livelihoods.

Many of you may remember the theft of
the War Memorial from Willaston. The
thieves sold it as scrap and it was melted
down, lost, irreplaceable! How could
anyone in good conscience do such a
thing to the memorial of so many brave
people to whom these same people owe
the freedom they enjoy today?

How do | join Heritage Watch?

A member of the Rural Crime Team will
contact local groups with a vested interest
in protecting our history.

Cheshire Police Rural Crime Team
You can follow any

mmp_.__.__ﬂ._ﬂ_n. operations or incidents
ey ¥t of heritage crime on the
besngeoo:  Rural Crime Team's

[m] &k S Facebook page by

clicking on the QR code.

Heritage Crime Reporting
Aide Memoire (Community)

Calling 999 (you will be asked which
emergency service you require)

This is the emergency number for all the
services and this should be called when:

¢ Someone’s life is in danger (for example,
a car crash)

e A crime is happening or you believe one is
about to happen (theft, burglary, damage)

e There is serious risk to a person or to
others (someone is threatened with a
knife)

Calling 101 (please press option 1 to
report a crime or provide information)

This is a non-emergency number for the
police. This should be called when the
incident has already occurred and is not
on-going at the time of the call, for
example:

e A burglary or damage has occurred
overnight and is not ongoing when you
arrive at the premises

o A theft has occurred but you are not sure
when it happened

e To report any anti-social behaviour

During the call, please remember to state you

are calling from or for a heritage site.

You can also report non-urgent incidents
online at cheshire.police.uk

When you are transferred to a Force
Control Room call handler, these are
some questions you will be asked:

e Your name

e Your address or business

e Your contact number

What has occurred or exact description of
what you have seen, for example:

1.
2.

8:

Have you been broken into?

Has something been stolen? If so, what?
Did you see the offender? When was the
item last seen?

Has something been damaged? If so,
what has been damaged? When was it
damaged?

There is an issue of ASB. What exactly?
Who is causing this? Youths, adults,
street drinkers? Do you have any
descriptions? Time of day it is occurring.

If you have any descriptions of any people
you will be asked a number of questions:

1.

> o s

8.

Male/female

Age

Height

Hair (colour and length/style)

Build (tall, stocky, slim)

Clothing (trainers, shoes, hooded top,
shirt, t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms, jeans)
Other distinguishing features (shaved or
unshaven, wearing glasses, carrying
anything, scars, tattoos)

Direction of travel (names of streets if
you know them)

If you have seen a vehicle in the area or
used in any incidents you’ll also be asked:

1.

> 0 I

o

Make and model

Colour

Type (estate car, van)

Registration number (even a part number
helps)

Direction of travel
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